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In the annals of modern British theatre, Suzy Storck's Oberon Modern
Plays imprint occupies a singular place of honor. Founded in 1969, Oberon
became a beacon of innovation and experimentation, nurturing a
generation of groundbreaking playwrights who shaped the landscape of
contemporary drama. Through its groundbreaking approach to publishing,
Oberon played a pivotal role in fostering the development of modern
theatre in Britain and beyond.

The Origins of Oberon

Suzy Storck's journey into publishing began in the early 1960s. Born into a
family of artists and intellectuals, Storck possessed a deep love of theatre
and a keen eye for spotting new talent. While working as an assistant editor
at Methuen, she encountered a stream of innovative plays that defied
traditional categorization. Seeking an outlet for these unconventional
works, she founded Oberon Modern Plays in 1969.

A Radical Approach

Oberon Modern Plays quickly became known for its radical approach to
publishing. Unlike established publishing houses that focused on
established playwrights, Oberon embraced emerging voices and
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championed experimental forms. Storck's editorial vision prioritized plays
that explored contemporary themes, challenged conventional norms, and
pushed the boundaries of theatrical expression.

Key to Oberon's success was its willingness to publish plays that other
publishers deemed too avant-garde or controversial. Storck believed that
theatre should be a space for bold ideas and unconventional perspectives.
As a result, Oberon became a haven for playwrights who dared to defy
tradition and experiment with new forms and techniques.

Notable Publications

Over the years, Oberon Modern Plays published a vast array of influential
works, including plays by:

* Samuel Beckett * Sarah Kane * Harold Pinter * Mark Ravenhill * Caryl
Churchill * Steven Berkoff * Edward Bond

These playwrights, along with many others, found in Oberon a platform to
challenge conventions, explore the human condition, and push the
boundaries of theatrical expression.

Impact on Modern British Drama

Oberon Modern Plays had a profound impact on the development of
modern British drama. By providing a space for experimental works, the
imprint encouraged playwrights to break free from traditional forms and
explore new avenues of theatrical expression. This experimentation led to a
flourishing of innovative playwriting that transformed the face of British
theatre.



Oberon's publications also had a significant impact on theatre education
and scholarship. The plays published by the imprint became essential
reading for students and scholars, fostering a deeper understanding of
modern theatre and its evolution.

Suzy Storck's Legacy

Suzy Storck's contribution to modern theatre cannot be overstated.
Through her visionary leadership, Oberon Modern Plays became a catalyst
for the development of some of the most important playwrights of the 20th
century. Her unwavering commitment to innovation and experimentation left
an enduring legacy that continues to inspire and challenge theatre makers
today.

Suzy Storck's Oberon Modern Plays was a transformative force in the
world of theatre. Its radical approach to publishing paved the way for a new
generation of playwrights to challenge conventions and explore uncharted
theatrical territory. The imprint's legacy lives on through the groundbreaking
plays it published and the lasting impact it had on modern British drama.
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