
Metacognitive Approach to Social Skills
Training Revised (MASST-R): Enhancing
Social Competence through Self-Regulation
Social skills are essential for navigating the complexities of human
interactions and fostering meaningful relationships. Individuals with social
difficulties often experience challenges in understanding social cues,
engaging in appropriate conversations, and managing their emotions in
social situations. Traditional social skills training approaches have focused
primarily on teaching specific behaviors and strategies, but these methods
often fail to equip individuals with the deeper understanding and self-
regulation skills necessary for long-term success.

To address this limitation, researchers have developed the Metacognitive
Approach to Social Skills Training Revised (MASST-R),a comprehensive
intervention that emphasizes the development of metacognitive skills, or
the ability to think about one's own thinking and behavior. This article
explores the theoretical foundations, key components, and empirical
evidence supporting the effectiveness of the MASST-R in enhancing social
competence.

The MASST-R is based on the social cognitive theory, which posits that
individuals actively construct their understanding of social situations and
engage in self-regulatory processes to adapt their behavior. Metacognition
plays a crucial role in these processes, enabling individuals to:
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Monitor their ongoing thoughts and behaviors

Evaluate the effectiveness of their social strategies

Plan and adjust their actions based on feedback

By targeting metacognitive skills, the MASST-R aims to promote self-
awareness, self-regulation, and the development of more flexible and
adaptive social behavior.

The MASST-R program consists of 16 weekly sessions, each lasting
approximately 90 minutes. The sessions are structured around the
following key components:

1. Awareness: Participants are taught to identify and describe their
thoughts, feelings, and behaviors in social situations. They learn to pay
attention to both internal cues (e.g., thoughts, emotions) and external cues
(e.g., body language, facial expressions).

2. Evaluation: Participants develop the ability to evaluate the effectiveness
of their social strategies. They learn to consider the impact of their actions
on others and to identify areas for improvement.
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3. Planning: Participants engage in planning activities to develop and
refine their social skills. They practice setting goals, generating alternative
strategies, and anticipating potential challenges.

4. Adaptation: Participants learn to adjust their social behaviors based on
feedback and changing social contexts. They practice responding flexibly to
unexpected situations and adapting their strategies to different individuals
and groups.

5. Generalization: Participants are provided with opportunities to apply
their new skills in real-world settings. They engage in role-playing exercises
and receive feedback from peers and facilitators to enhance their ability to
generalize their learning to diverse social situations.

The effectiveness of the MASST-R has been demonstrated in numerous
research studies. A meta-analysis of randomized controlled trials found that
MASST-R significantly improved social skills and reduced social anxiety in
children and adolescents with autism spectrum disorder (ASD),attention-
deficit/hyperactivity disorder (ADHD),and other developmental disabilities.

Studies have also shown that MASST-R benefits individuals with social
anxiety disorder, generalized anxiety disorder, and depression. The
intervention has been found to improve social functioning, reduce anxiety,
and enhance overall mental health outcomes.

The MASST-R offers several benefits for individuals seeking to enhance
their social competence:

1. Long-Term Effects: Unlike traditional social skills training methods,
MASST-R focuses on the development of metacognitive skills, which are



more enduring and transferable across social situations. Studies have
shown that the benefits of MASST-R can persist even after the intervention
has ended.

2. Self-Awareness and Self-Regulation: MASST-R promotes a deeper
understanding of one's thoughts, feelings, and behaviors, leading to
increased self-awareness and self-regulation. This increased awareness
enables individuals to better control their impulses and respond more
appropriately in social situations.

3. Flexibility and Adaptation: By emphasizing planning and adaptation,
MASST-R equips individuals with the skills to adjust their social strategies
based on changing social contexts and feedback. This flexibility allows
them to navigate complex social situations and interact more effectively
with a wider range of people.

4. Reduced Anxiety and Improved Mental Health: By targeting social
anxiety and self-defeating thoughts, MASST-R can improve overall mental
health outcomes. Reduced anxiety enhances social interactions, increases
confidence, and promotes a more positive self-image.

The Metacognitive Approach to Social Skills Training Revised (MASST-R)
is a research-supported intervention that effectively enhances social
competence through the development of metacognitive skills. By fostering
self-awareness, self-regulation, planning, adaptation, and generalization,
MASST-R empowers individuals to master social situations, reduce anxiety,
and improve their overall mental well-being. For individuals seeking to
overcome social difficulties and achieve their full social potential, MASST-R
offers a transformative path towards long-term success.
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